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Computer Tech I - Searching the World Wide Web

All The Web
- http://www.alltheweb.com/


This is a very good search engine that is great for finding web sites.  Although it can bring back very many results for even a narrow search query, the returned web sites are highly relevant to what you are looking for.  Relevancy is, in my experience; a field, in which many search engines lack, often finding hundreds of thousands of irrelevant sites.  Many of these sites cannot even be accessed.  The engine also helps itself realize what you are actually looking for.

Many times when you are looking for a specific thing on the web, such as, the "John Freau Rotary Spark Gap Phase Controller," it is best to place your search query in quotations.  This only works if you are sure that is its proper or most popular name.  All The Web will sometimes, if needed, place the string in quotes, or otherwise help you specify what you are looking for.  It is hard to tell for sure, but it seems that this engine will apply some Boolean operators in the background to further sort through and ignore the junk.

Vivisimo - http://vivisimo.com/


Vivisimo is another great general-purpose search engine for searching anything on the web.  It employs a clustering technique that I have seen used nowhere else.  This clusters together the many web sites it returns based on keywords in the titles, summaries, and the sites themselves.  After the search is completed (in about 100 milliseconds), you have a nice, easy to use and understand table on the left to more easily find exactly what you are looking for.

Since Vivisimo returns such a large number of sites, the relevancy is less great than that of other search engines; but the clustering helps make up for that.


This engine seems to be another smart engine, which will help by adding Boolean operators and quotations in the background.  Since humans are smarter than computers, in helps to add them in on your own though, so it knows for sure what you intent.

Search EDU
- http://searchedu.com/


Search EDU is a search engine used specifically for .edu (education), .gov (government), and .mil (military) web sites.  It can also search through different thesauruses, encyclopedias, and dictionaries, at your discretion.  This can extremely reduce the number of unwanted, irrelevant, and solely commercial web sites.


Basically, select what type of organization would have the information you need, whether it be tuition fees from a .edu site, or military surplus information from a .mil site.  Then type in what you are looking for.  This engine can prove much more helpful than general, entire-web engines.

Lycos - http://lycos.com/


Lycos is a very powerful search engine.  Not only can it be used for general-purpose web searching, but also for finding specific types of media.  Downloads, mp3 audio, pictures, and yellow page listings can all be found with this engine.  Overall relevancy of web searching is medium; probably because with such a large database, it is hard to sort through the good and the bad.


On the Lycos homepage, you can click on the type of media you would like to find, and from there, you can perform your search.  Searches of the general web, news, and of shopping can all be done from the main page.  Boolean operators greatly affect the results of general web searches.

Open Directory - http://dmoz.org


The Open Directory is very quickly growing to be the world's largest human-edited Internet directory.  It is a directory, or index with many general topics, underlying categories, and a multitude of sub-categories.  The site states that it has over 3.8 million web sites listed in over 460,000 categories that are edited by 55,421 human editors.  I cannot stress the human aspect enough.  That is the key to a good search experience.  Computers cannot effectively judge whether a site is good or bad, relevant or irrelevant.  Humans can do this, and do it well.  Although 3.8 million sites may not seem like that many, compared to 6 billion people on the earth, it is less likely that when you search the directory, you will come back with a hundred thousand irrelevant sites.


There are two ways to use this directory.  First, you can navigate through the categories starting with a general topic, such as games, and move to a smaller category such as video games, then go to Playstation 2, for example.  Second, you could simply search for Playstation 2, although you may get results such as stores that sell Playstations, Playstation cheat codes, etc.  Both options will definitely yield much better results than any other computer-maintained index.

